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Beginning in the American Civil War, the 
Army and Navy fitted out and manned 
hospital ships to support soldiers, sailors, 
and Marines fighting on both land and 
sea. Under international law, these ships 
enjoy non-combatant status, though this 
has not always kept them safe in bitterly 
fought wars. 
 
Join museum staff member and historian 
Steven Hill when he presents a brief 
history of United States hospital ships 
and the people who sailed on them: 
medical staff, sailing crew, and patients. 

Image: USS Relief (AH-1) in Support of Landings at 
Okinawa, Japan, April 1, 1945; BUMED 09-5083-17


